Community Wildfire Protection Plan

Jefferson County, Colorado is one of the highest risk counties in Colorado for wildfire risk and impacts. Fires
impact residents through evacuations and property loss, and wildfires in this area can have severe effects on air
quality, drinking water, recreation, and local businesses. This CWPP is the culmination of 18 months of public
outreach and engagement, wildfire modelling and analysis, partner meetings, and review and feedback from both
wildfire and forestry professionals and County residents. This plan delineates a holistic approach that the County
and partners can take to build capacity and acquire funding to implement priority risk reduction projects.
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Photo: West Metro Fire Rescue firefighters implementing a prescribed burn at Bear Creek Lake Park
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Wildland-Urban Interface

During this process, the County redefined the wildland-urban interface (WUI),
expanding it to include more lands within the foothills and grasslands. The updated
WUI covers lands that have experienced wildfires in the past 15 years and includes
areas that share many traits with other communities that have been significantly
Impacted by wildfire. It also includes areas with high impotance for surface drinking
water. If the redefined WUI is incorporated into building and land use regulations, it
will become regulatory and impact land use decisions and building requirements.
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